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Review of the English Working Plan

Major Concerns:

Self-directed Learning

Promoting the Development of Language Skills

Create a Language-rich Environment

Facilitate Teachers’ Professional Development in Context of Small Class Teaching
and Higher-order Thinking Skills

R AN

1. Self- directed Learning
la. E-Learning Programmes for Home Study

a. To cultivate students’ persistent habit of self-directed learning
Targets b. To motivate and empowers students to learn at their own pace
c. To cater for learning diversity

1. Students’ regular record of their participation in e-programmes

Evaluation 2. i-Learner Report

To facilitate students’ self-learning at home, two e-programmes have been launched in
our school.

EEGS Programme is a free-of-charge school-based progressive e-learning
programme for P.1 to P.6 students, including teaching resources, grammar exercises
and e-books.

Students’ self-study exercises and e-books have been developed. Passwords and user
guidelines were given to students in November.

In this year, the most active participating class of each grade are 1E, 2B, 3C, 4B, 5A
and 6B respectively. Students in Class 1E are the most frequent users of the e-learning
platform in our school.

From the interview, students find the self-study exercises useful and interesting for
everyday practice. However, some students are found not even have an attempt to try
any of the exercises.

i-Learner on-line Reading Programme is a charged and optional e-learning
programme for P.1 to P.6 students, including listening, grammar, reading
comprehension, and writing exercises.

There are 162 students currently subscribing to Reading i-Learner. On average, each
class completed more than 381 exercises.

On average, each student read and listened to 52 articles and attempted about 520
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questions that trained their reading comprehension, listening, oral and writing skills.
The average mark per exercise of all participating students was 85%.
P.1 as a whole form and 1D and 4B as individual classes participated in the programme
most enthusiastically. P.1 completed 2354 exercises while 1D and 4B completed 765
and 694 exercises respectively.

With reference to the report, it reveals that students have developed good reading habits
and they think that the programme can help them to improve their English. To our
delight, our students show their capabilities and interest in broadening their knowledge
through a variety of reading sources. Most of the students would like to join the
programme again in the future.

Teachers’ Feedback

Regular praising and awarding pupils’ efforts on good reading practice can motivate
pupils’ habit of independent learning at home. It can also help pupils to build up a
sense of achievement on self-learning. According to the questionnaire, over 100% of
the teachers think that it can further develop pupils’ literacy skills.

1b. Word Bank Dictionary (P.1-P.2)

a. To introduce children to dictionary use as a passport to English
Targets independence.

b. To enhance student’s ability and speed in recognizing words

1. Qualitative teacher observation

2. Students’ self-assessment

Evaluation

From the interviews of teachers, we know that most students are willing to develop their
Word Bank Dictionary books in the way that they initiatively collect new words they
have learnt from the text books, readers or other contexts. The Word Bank Dictionary
books are useful for students’ class writing. Students will naturally refer to their Word
Bank Dictionary Book when doing the class writing.

1c. My Dictionary Note Book (P.3-P.6)

a. To facilitate lifelong and life-wide learning
Targets b. It is a means by which students learn how to begin with target
setting and end with self-evaluating

1. Qualitative teacher observation

Evaluation 2. Students’ self-assessment

From the review of students’ homework, we could see that students can make good use
of the dictionary notebooks to collect new words, phrases, idioms and some may even
make their own notes. Teachers’ giving out stickers after students’ collecting a certain
number of words has a positive effect on encouraging students to keep looking for new
vocabulary.
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Teachers’ Feedback
According to the teachers’ questionnaire , 100% of English teachers agree that the
dictionary notebooks is a useful tool to help students to set targets for themselves to
learn new vocabulary and to evaluate the process in the end.

2. Promoting the Development of Language Skills

2a. Writing Skills Programme

2a.1 Weekly Diary

a. To provide a real purpose and room for free writing.

b. To stimulate students to write meaningfully and independently
in relation to their personal experience

c. To build up confidence in writing English.

Evaluation | 1. Teachers’ observation

Targets

To reach the goal of authenticity, an essence of a writing task, students are encouraged
to give a brief account of their daily life accompanied with their feelings. It
becomes a mean of communication with others through free writing. Some hot
issues in newspapers are used as a stimulant to help broaden students’ views and let
them express their own thoughts. According to the interview with students, we found
that students were interested in writing the diary and eager to read the feedback from
their teachers.

Teachers’ Feedback

According to the teachers’ questionnaire, 100% of English teachers agree that the
diary can provide a real purpose and room for writing. They also agree that diary
writing can stimulate students to write meaningfully and independently in relation to
their personal experience. Sometimes, students would like to know more about
teachers, they ask some questions about teachers in the diary. They are looking
forward to reading the feedback from teachers. Besides, a less regard for students’
grammatical mistakes encourage students to express themselves in English freely.

2a.2 A Thematic Writing Week

a. Based on a thematic approach, reading and writing are
integrated so as to scaffold them in writing process.

b. Students are given opportunities to apply what they have learnt
in a purposeful and meaningful context.

1. Teachers’ observation

2. Students’ Work

Targets

Evaluation

In a week’s time, teachers lead and scaffold students to complete a writing task
with supporting English language lessons. The steps include mainly:
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1. Expose students to different text types ;
2. Collect vocabulary;
3. Get students familiar with the format and sentence structure in relation to the
writing task.
4. Brainstorming
5. Planning & Paragraphing
6. Editing and Proofreading

A creative writing competition is being held at the same time.

Teachers’ Feedback

English teachers started to plan the programme materials in April and carried out the
writing week in May. 100% of the teachers think students are more confident in
doing the writing task after they go through the writing process. They agree that
students are given opportunities to apply what they have learnt in a purposeful and
meaningful content.

Class Observation

From the students’ work, we noticed that students could apply suitable grammar
rules and sentence patterns more effectively when a self-edit step inserted to their
writing process. Besides, most students seemed to take the writing task more
seriously after they had gone through the writing process. They could produce a
longer piece of writing with some specific details.

2b. Speaking Skills Programme

2b.1 Oral Practice

a. To enhance our students’ performance in spontaneous
Targets language, presentation skills and reading aloud.

b. To build up confidence in speaking English

Teachers’ observation.

Evaluation | 2. Students’ performance in both internal and external oral
assessments.

=

Students practice the set of questions edited by teachers, covering and categorizing
spontaneous language use, personal experience and picture descriptions in certain
situations, like family, friends, hobbies.... They can practice appropriate formulaic
expression to express themselves. They can also maintain an interaction by
responding to others’ opinions provided that students are well-prepared at home.
Students are gradually confident in using English to express themselves in public.

Teachers’ Feedback

According to the questionnaire, all English teachers think that the set of questions
can help students give appropriate response to others using appropriate spoken
language in the class at all times. It can also enhance our students’ performance in
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both internal and external oral assessments. The interpersonal skills of students
will then be consolidated. The oral assessment can create an authentic purpose for
using English as a mean of communication. The sets of questions are edited each
term before the examination.

2b.2 One-minute English Talk Show

a. To enhance our students’ performance in spontaneous
Targets language, presentation skills and reading aloud.

b. To build up confidence in speaking English.

Teachers’ observation.

Evaluation | 2. Students’ performance in both internal and external oral
assessments.

=

Teachers’ observation
For a minute’s time, students take their turns to do a free presentation about their
ideas, feelings and special events in the class. According to the teachers’
observation and the students’ performance in both internal and external oral
assessments, we find that students show improvement in presenting information,
ideas and feelings clearly and coherently. They show great confidence in using
English to express themselves in public.

2c. Concerning Reading Skills

2c¢.1 Reading to Learn Programme

a. Help students seek information, develop thinking sills,
enrich knowledge, enhance language proficiency and
broaden perspectives

b. Help promote a “reading to learn” culture through
encouraging students to read a wide range of text types
with different subject content.

Evaluation 1. Class observation.

Targets

Big Book Shared Reading Programme (IELP) (P.1-2)

Class Observation

As we can observe from the lessons, adopting the Big Book Shared Reading
approach has successfully captured that desire and it is a powerful drive for
students to read on their own. It is in fact the key to reading success. Most
students become confident readers while reading aloud in the class. Their keen
engagement and immersion in the songs, making their own dictionary and
finishing the task sheets reflect the fact that a meaningful and rich context is
important for beginning readers. Furthermore, most pupils can locate information
and ideas by means of prediction and the inference skills are important for pupils’
further reading.

P.8
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Most students can enjoy reading and engage in the reading activities in a natural

way. It further strengthens our belief in children’s literature as a tool to build up

young readers’ confidence in pursing persistent habit of lifelong reading. Students

are able to collect words from various sources in meaningful groups. Some

students can recognize the target sound while doing the task designed for every

storybook as well as on the assessments. These skills can build up students’
confidence to read familiar words in new texts.

Teachers’ Feedback

With reference to the result of the teachers’ questionnaire, it shows that all
Primary 1&2 English teachers are in favour of the IELP. They all agree that this
programme provides an inherently interesting, rich and meaningful context for
equipping early readers with strategies and the pupils’ interest in reading will then
be cultivated. Students develop their word bank and they always focus on
letter-sound relationship to read aloud. These help to promote the reading skills
of the students.

2c.2 Learning to Read Programme

a. Help students to develop the decoding skills by using
contextual clues.

Targets b. Help students to develop inference skills.

c. Students enjoy reading an unfamiliar book even with some
difficult words.

1. Class Observation.

2. NET Observation Report

Evaluation

Supported Reading Programme (P. 2)

The supported reading programme is to be launched in all P.2 classes. Each class
are divided in two groups of 13/14 students. One group is conducted by local
teachers while another group is conducted by NET.

In this school year, all P.2 students have finished the following readers:
1. Pandora’s Box by Rose Impey
2. Hercules the Hero by Tony Bradman
3. The Story Thief by Andrew Fusek Peters
4. Sephy’s Story by Julia Green

Class Observation
The teachers found that in general the children were interested in the stories but
the language was difficult for some.

NET Observation Report
The implementation of supported reading with Primary 2 students gives them the
opportunity to read, talk, and think their way purposefully through a new story. It
provides a setting for good instructional teaching of the alphabet, phonics, and
vocabulary.

P.9
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Activities through supported Reading are as follows:

1. Sentence Sequencing in groups. Teachers go over the worksheets they need to
do for homework and then they put them in groups and give each group 5/6 cut
up sentences they have to sequence the sentences relating to the chapter they
just read.

2. Reading aloud in their groups.

3. Chapter matching — In groups. They need to match the characters to their
personality.
e.g. HERA —>Powerful, Goddess, Beautiful.

It lets the children learn and practice new strategies for making sense of a story,
for example the sentence matching game, which enables them to work as a group
to sort out the sequence of the chapter.

Its also presents manageable challenges that encourage reading for meaning, for
example, to give the children control and for them to be able to give a critical
response and talk about messages and meaning in the text.

It is quite hard to pace it accordingly to engage every student. | believe the
images and the group works helped students engage with the story more. During
our next co-planning meeting, teachers can decide on new and different strategies
to make learning more fun and adaptable for all our students.

The majority of feedback from students was positive. It was great to read that the
students enjoyed the storybooks and was exited for the next supported reading
book to commence. They definitely loved the different characters so maybe more
role-plays and some craftwork can be implemented next year.

3. Create a Language-rich Environment

3a NET Scheme Programme

3a.1 P.1, P.2, P.3 and P.6 English lessons

Targets a. To create an authentic English speaking environment.

1. Teachers’ observation.

Evaluation , . )
2. Teachers’ questionnaire.

P.10
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Class Observation
Through the teachers’ demonstration, model reading, verbal sharing and group
discussion, all these reading strategies focus on graph phonic, syntactic and
semantic levels of students. Pupils are interested in joining the activities in the
NET lessons. Most pupils show their ability to decode the meaning of the text
while reading and they are able to give details to the topics of interest. The NET
can also help to foster pupils’ oral reading in terms of fluency, accuracy and
intonation.

In facing with an authentic English speaking environment, the pupils show their
willingness and confidence in risk-taking, which is a must in the process of
learning foreign language, it happens even for some weaker students(Target 3a).
They all like having the time with the NET.

Teachers’ Feedback

The NET can enrich the English language environment for learning English to
take place. Besides, co-planning and co-teaching between the NET and the LETs
can help to develop innovative learning and teaching methods suits to the needs of
our students as two different teaching culture become complementary to each other.
All the English teachers agree that working with the NET can enhance
professional development of English teachers. The NET can also contribute to
school-based curriculum development for P. 1, P. 2, P. 3 and P. 6 students.

3a.2 P.6 Interview Workshop and Practice and Bridging Course

a. To enhance P.6 students’ interviewing skills.

Targets b. To enhance P.6 students’ confidence in coping with the
coming school life.

1. Teachers’ questionnaire.

2. Teachers’ observation

Evaluation

According to the interview with the P.6 students, they found that the workshop
useful in the way that the interview practice and mock interview can equip them
with better strategies for an English interview and help them build up confidence in
facing the coming secondary school interviews. With reference to the result of the
students’ questionnaire, it shows that over 90% of the P.6 students feel satisfied with
the arrangement and find the lessons useful.

Teachers’ Feedback

It is worth doing the interview practice and mock interview with NET because it is
lack of time to let students practice the interview skills in such pack curriculum.
Working with the NET can also help teachers enhance their knowledge of teaching
the interview skills. The mock interview can help our students to get used to the
interview procedures and use appropriate language in their secondary school
interviews.

P11
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A pre-secondary school bridging course is implemented by the NET for Primary 6

students at the end of the school term. Different types of poems are introduced in the

course which let P.6 students have a glimpse of the English learning in secondary
school.

Teachers’ Observation
From teachers’ observation, students quite enjoyed the learning process and most of
them could actively participate in the learning activities.

3a.3 P.1,P.2 and P.3 Phonics Lessons

Targets a. To enhance pronunciation, spelling and reading skills of
g pupils through the school-based phonics program.
: 1. Teachers’ observation.
Evaluation , ) )
2. Teachers’ questionnaire.

Teachers’ Observation

As we can observe from the lessons, students benefit by the intensive phonics
programme in the way that they show more confidence in reading new words and
trying to apply their knowledge of phonological patterns to new texts, which is
crucial in learning English words.

Teachers’ Feedback

According to the teachers’ questionnaire, all the teachers agree that the phonics
programme is useful for students to learn new English words. Through their
observation, students show their sense of letter-sound relationships when exploring
the words that are not learned.

3a.4 English Day

a. To help promote the use of English throughout the school
and motivate students to speak more English
Evaluation | 1. Teachers’ observation.

Targets

English games are carried out as an end-of-term English activity. Students with an
above average ability are selected as English helpers. Supervised by the NET,
students can collect stamps which will be exchanged for prizes. From teachers’
observation, most students were excited in joining the games and willing to speak
English to the helpers.

P.12
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3b. Enrichment Programme

a. To enrich gifted learners’ language learning experiences

Targets b. To create a language-rich environment
1. Teacher and students’ reflection shown on the
: questionnaire.
Evaluation

2. The performance of Inter-School Competition.
3. The result of Cambridge examination.

Enrichment Programmes: Cambridge Course / English Creative Drama / BTV
English Channel

Serving as enhancement activities, the above activities were launched to provide more
authentic English speaking environment and let those gifted learners gain more
learning experience other than from their English lessons. Teachers-to-pupils and
pupils-to-pupils communication in English are going to be extended from inside the
class to outside the class. As we can observe, pupils enjoy using English as a form
of communication more than they do in the class and they also participate the English
activities actively.

Students’ Feedback

Re: Cambridge Programme

At random, about 129 students were asked to finish the questionnaire during an
interview, as we can see the result over 70% of the students think that they are more
confident in learning English. Over 70% of the students agree that they are now more
confident to listen and read English. 60% of the students agree that they are now more
confident to speak and write English.

The details are quite straight forward and self-explanatory on the students’ acceptance
of the course. As shown by the figures, the students had received the programme
conducted so far well and positively. The programme aims at extending the more able
learners through well training pupils for the Cambridge Examination. We are looking
forward to seeing the results of the Cambridge Examination.

Re: English Creative Drama

We interviewed 38 students from the drama class and found that over 80% of them
like the English Drama activities. We believe that acting in English drama can
facilitate students’ English learning in terms of providing a room for them to practice
their speaking and listening skills. From Drama Class teachers’ observation, over 90%
of students have good performance in the drama class and more than 50% of them
even have excellent listening skills, writing skills and creativity.

This year, we first joined the Radio Drama Competition and three students won the
Awards for “Outstanding Performance” (Siu Pui Yuet, Class 6A; Chan Yik Chun,
Class 6A and Yip Sum Yu, Class 5A).
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Re: BTV English Channel

Students can learn different interesting idioms through the BTV English Channel.
Pupils become more confident in using English as a medium of communication as
well. The varieties of activities can arouse the interest of pupils in learning English.

Teachers’ Feedback

According to the result of the questionnaire, about 100% of English teachers agree
that the activities or courses can create a language-rich environment for students to
use English in a meaningful way. This can foster pupils’ interest in learning English
and build their confidence and interest in using English. Furthermore, different
programmes can extend gifted learners’ language learning experiences.

4. Facilitate Teachers’ Professional Development

Targets a. To enhance teachers’ profession
1. Teachers’ questionnaire
2. Class observation

Evaluation

A sharing workshop is arranged monthly by the school curriculum team. Different
teachers can share their experiences and teaching strategies on small class teaching
with other teachers. From the class observation, most teachers can adapt the small

class teaching strategies quite well.

The co-planning lessons let teachers work out the teaching plans together and share
their teaching resources with each other, which helps to stimulate teachers with
different teaching ideas. The class observation arrangement let teachers learn from
each other so as to perfect their own teaching methods.

From the teachers’ feedback, they agree that they are able to learn from each other

about the teaching methods and it facilitates communication between subject teachers
and panel heads.
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Ma Tau Chung Government Primary School
2016-2017 English Creative Drama
Evaluation Overall Result (Total no. of students: 38)
A. Student Performance (Evaluation made by the teacher)
Excellent | Very Good Good Fair Poor Very Poor
1. Speaking 37% 29% 29% 3% 0% 3%
2. Listening 50% 21% 18% 8% 0% 3%
3. Reading 37% 26% 26% 11% 0% 0%
4. Writing 55% 16% 24% 3% 0% 3%
5. Vocabulary 42% 24% 29% 5% 0% 0%
6. Pronunciation 42% 22% 25% 11% 0% 0%
7. Self 37% 29% 21% 11% 0% 0%
Confidence
8. Presentation 42% 29% 21% 8% 0% 0%
9. Creativity 55% 13% 26% 3% 3% 0%
B. Self-Evaluation (Evaluation made by students)
Dislike Rather Like Other suggestion:
like
1. Do you like your tutor? 8% 24% 68% N/A
2. Do you like this course? 13% 32% 58% Drama lesson time
to be longer
3. Do you find this course useful? 16% 26% 58% N/A
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