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It was almost an hour earlier than we normally would leave home for a school day.
With excitement and enthusiasm, Constance, Dex and | dressed up in traditional Chinese
costumes prepared weeks ago, we were so ready for one of the most exciting and beloved
school events - Chinese Cultural Day 2023.

As soon as we entered school, welcoming by the numerous
festive decorated booths on both playgrounds, seeing stacks of
bamboo steamers full of dim sum, a simmering pot of hot pot full
of vegetables and local hand-sliced beef, a perfectly roasted Peking
duck and Chinese barbecue meats, our mouths were watering! Only
that those were all props for games and pictures to demonstrate
our theme this year - Chinese delicacies.

At 730am, nearly 100 parent-volunteers gathered at the
playgrounds, filling with excitement and energy, final touching up
on the booths, and rolling up sleeves for the event. Many were new
to school volunteering and excited to support, meet other parents,
and see kids enjoying games while learning Chinese culture. At
8am, Principal Chan delivered her welcome speech to us and led
the group photo. The event had officially kicked off!

Quiet before storm, all of volunteers waited patiently and quietly at the playground.
The school bell broke the silence, the first and youngest batch, P1 and P2 students started to
arrive from front and back staircases, we welcomed and clapped them eagerly, waving them
to our own booth first!

Dressed in traditional clothing, full of curiosity and anticipation, students happily
navigated around, some of them held hands together, tried to decide which booth to go first;
volunteers energetically explained and facilitated, all of a sudden, the area turned into a theme
park.

Time flies when you are having
fun. Waved and said goodbye to the last
batch of students 4 hours later, exhausted
but rewarding. The grins from the student’s
faces, the satisfaction when they successfully
delivered a pingpong to the end of queue as
a team, the amusement when they received
the instant film holding a hotpot, the sadness
when teacher told them it’s time to leave.

| am quite sure all parents were
shared with many fun stories, prizes their
children received, and things they learned on
the day.

| know | have made the right decision, to volunteer, to participate, to engage in school
events, truly an unforgettable and rewarding experience to connect with school, make positive
impacts to students, partner with fellow PTA committees and all hard working volunteers. Can’t
wait for the next volunteering opportunity.
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