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Year-end Review of the English Subject Plan 2019-20

Major Concerns:

l.

2.

We maximize the effectiveness of learning and teaching for addressing various
learning needs of our students.

We instill in students positive values as their personal growth education is of our
great concern.

Focusing Programmes:

1. Developing Assessment Literacy among Teachers and Students:

Targets:

a. To develop peer assessment culture.

b. To extend formative assessment from “Assessment for Learning” to “Assessment
as Learning”.

c. To engage students in reflecting and monitoring their progress of learning.

d. To maximize the effectiveness of learning and teaching for addressing various
learning needs of our students.

Implementation:

a. One Minute English Talk Show Assessment:

1. KS 1 and KS2 checklists of success criteria were designed for One Minute
English Talk Show for P.2 to P.6 students.
i1.  All students except P.1 classes were engaged in working on the peer
assessment after each One Minute English Talk Show on BTV.
ii1.  Certain time was spent in the class on sharing about their assessment results
individually or in groups.
iv.  Display some good examples on the board for class demonstration.

b. Criterion-referenced assessment was used in learning for both self and peer
assessment, such as oral presentation, group discussion, collaborative work and
process writing task.

c. When doing well-designed learning tasks and activities, students were

encouraged to evaluate their own performance based on the specific performance
criteria against the learning goals and planning for the next step in learning.
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Review and Evaluation:

a. One Minute Talk Show

P.2 to P.6 students were engaged in peer assessment and self-assessment after the
One Minute Talk Show in the first term. From the teachers’ observation, students
were able to access their classmates as well as themselves by using the
assessment criteria checklists. They were able to find out the others or their own
weaknesses. In short, students could grasp how to justify their evaluation based
on the checklists of success criteria while peer assessment culture was being
developed.

b. Task-based Learning

Students finished three Task-based Learning booklets in the first term. Self and
peer assessments are the essential parts of each task-based learning. Through
greater use of criterion-referenced assessment in group presentation and
individual writing task, teachers were pleased to find that students could
understand what they were learning, what they had attained, and what was
expected of them.

From teachers’ observation, our design of TBL has successfully integrated
assessment into learning and teaching. As reflected by English subject teachers,
the relevant assessment tasks have provided teachers with evidence of students’
learning so that timely feedback can be made and teaching strategies can be
further refined. To our delight, it is found that students gradually take ownership
and responsibility for their own learning. Formative assessment was therefore
extended from ““assessment for learning” to “assessment as learning”.

c. Classroom Activities

From teachers’ feedback, students were able to assess their peers by using the
assessment criteria checklists against the learning goals particularly in respect of
role play activities, poem reading and group presentation. Teachers could also
provide timely feedback and refine their teaching strategies.

However, there is still room for their improvement. To further equip students with
the lifelong learning abilities, they should be encouraged to make a learning plan
after identifying their own weaknesses. Teachers need to get students engaged in
improving themselves after self or peer assessment, which should not be only
restricted to the “diagnosis”™ process.
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2. Promoting Reading Across the Curriculum (RaC) And STEM Activities

Targets:

a. To promote reading across the curriculum and STEM in respect of the updated
English Language Curriculum (Primary) under “Ongoing Renewal of the School
Curriculum- Focusing, Deepening and Sustaining”.

b. To strengthen students’ ability to integrate and apply knowledge and skills, and to
nurture students’ creativity, collaboration skills and problem solving skills.

Implementation:

a. Funded under PEEGS, Reading across Curriculum Task-based Learning (RaC
TBL) was developed for KS2 students (See Appendix I).

b. While launching RaC learning activities for those English subject modules, we
promoted STEM education through broadening students’ knowledge base and
providing them with opportunities for integrating and applying knowledge and
skills developed in different KLLAs/subjects.

c. STEM English Workshops were launched in the Cross-curriculum Activity Week.

Review and Evaluation:

3.

Cross-curriculum Activity Week was held on 16", 17™ January and 20" January
in the first term. The activities were respectively successful to facilitate “Reading
across the Curriculum” (RaC). Based on the specific themes, students were
exposed to the non-fiction text types, such as news articles, informational texts
and advertisements. From teachers’ observation and students’ self-evaluation
form in Task-based Learning Booklet, students’ knowledge base was broadened
through reading a wider range of text types.

Furthermore, the activities helped students nurture their creativity, collaboration
skills and problem solving skills. From designing and planning, choosing suitable
information to assembling their group products, many students came up with
innovative ideas. Though problems and arguments were unavoidable, valuable
opportunities were created for them to learn how to get along well with their
group mates through respecting others’ opinions. From teachers’ observation,
their creativity, collaboration skills and problem solving skills were enhanced.

Making Effective Use of Lesson Time with the “Flipped Classroom” Strategy

Targets:

a.
b.
C.

To promote self-directed learning.

To cater for the needs of students with different proficiency levels.

To facilitate effective use of lesson time by engaging students in activities that
generate quality interaction and/or require higher-order thinking skills.

6
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Implementation:

a.

Students were assigned to do e-learning tasks or lesson preparation tasks at home
prior to the lesson. E.g. To prepare students for a writing lesson, teachers let
students watch a short online video clip about the language features of the text
type concerned at their own pace in their own time.

Students were encouraged to give sharing and peer assessment to each other on
the e-platform.

Review and Evaluation:

a.

E-learning Task

As reflected from English subject teachers, e-learning tasks were widely adopted
as a strategy of flipped classroom. Examples of e-learning tasks for different
levels are shown in the following table.

Primary | Task-based Learning E-learning content
Booklet Title

2 Cooking is Fun a video link of cooking a pancake

3 A Letter to a Penpal a video link of two boys from Syria and
Germany from UNICEF

4 Wonders of Hong |a video link of “ Why Hong Kong is a

Kong popular place ”

5 A News Report a link to an authentic news report on the
radio

6 Friendship a video link of two songs about friendship

From students’ feedback, most of them were greatly motivated to do the
e-learning tasks at home as the tasks connected students to the real authentic
world while using English. They could be motivated in independent learning,
lesson preparation and self-directed learning outside class time.

According to teachers’ observation, English teachers stated that the inclusion of
above e-learning tasks could promote self-directed learning prior to the lesson
and most important of all facilitate effective use of lesson time so that teachers
could further extend the learning goal to a higher level. In short, teachers could
have more room to facilitate quality teaching.

b. Google Classroom Task

As reflected from some English subject teachers, the use of Google classroom as
a flipped classroom strategy can cater for the needs of students with different
proficiency levels as well as generate quality teacher-to-student and
student-to-student interactions.
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During long holidays such as Chinese New Year Holidays and Easter Holidays,
teachers distributed reading tasks of different levels to students of all grade
levels through Google Classroom platform. From the homework assigned, it was
evident that we cared for the students’ learning diversity as well as their
individual needs.

Not only did we cater for learners’ diversity, but we also endeavored to create
chances of quality teacher-to-student and student-to-student interactions beyond
the classroom.  For those topics where discussions and assessments took place,
students were asked to make an attempt on giving feedback and advice on the
platform prior to the lesson. They were even encouraged to give messages of
compliments to their peers. Therefore, by using flipped classroom strategy,
quality lesson time has become a sort of added value which ultimately can
benefit teaching and learning.

Taking a step forward, the school allowed learning to continue from home
through available technological means during the prolonged suspension of
classes from February to June. Online learning videos and homework after
real-time Zoom lessons were released on Google classroom platform
undertaking the “suspending class without suspending learning” principle.

Sustaining Programmes:

1.

Cultivating Student’s Persistent Habit of Self-directed Learning:

1.a E-learning Programme For Home Study

Targets:

a.

To cultivate students’ persistent habit of self-directed learning.

b. To motivate and empower students to learn at their own pace.

c. To cater for learning diversity.

Implementation:

a. A school-based progressive e-learning programme (EEGS), which is free of
charge, has been open for all students for years. It included electronic reading
texts, grammar exercises and vocabulary exercises.

b. I-learners Online Reading Programme:

It is a charged and optional online reading programme for students for the
self-learning purpose. There are a great variety of online reading text types and
exercises.
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Review and Evaluation:

a. EEGS Programme

Referring to the data found, the most active participating classes in EEGS
programme in the first school term were 1A, 2D, 3D, 4B, 5A and 6B. Students
from 1A and 3D were the most frequent users of the e-learning platform in our
school (See Appendix V). Based on the data shown, it was found that students
were generally able to learn at home individually and independently according to
their abilities. Some classes were found quite passive doing the online
programme in the first term. Subject teachers of those classes had encouraged
students to engage more actively.

To keep the subject abreast of the ongoing English curriculum renewal, new
textbooks Head Start were adopted in P.3 to P.5 in the previous two school years.
The EEGS programme platform might no longer best fit the current textbook and
our students’ learning needs. On top of that, this Flash-based platform will be
neither accessible nor maintainable in the near future based on the phasing out of
Flash by the end of 2020. The English panels will continue to explore different
online resources to prepare our students for being competent English language
users.

b. I-learners Online Reading Programme

According to the data found, there were 131 students subscribed to Reading
i-Learner Programme on a voluntary basis (See Appendix VI). On average, each
student completed 78% of all the articles. In other words, each participant read
and listened to 51 articles and attempted about 510 questions that trained their
reading comprehension, listening, oral and writing skills.

Their active participation could be reflected from the monthly awards given to
each grade level, including the Most Outstanding Award to top 3 students per
grade level, the Greatest Improvement Award to top 5 students and the Most
Active Participation Class to top 3 classes.

Overall, we have found that awards and compliments for pupils’ efforts on
independent reading practice can effectively cultivate pupils’ habit of
self-directed learning at home. To conclude, learners’ diversity could be
well-catered and the platform had been a motivating tool to empower students to
learn at their own pace.

c. Students’ Reading Performances in TSA 2019

Referring to Primary 3 students’ reading performance in TSA 2019, our students
achieved a very satisfactory result in the reading assessment. 89% of our students
reached the basic competency level compared to 83% of the territory-wide

percentage. The data showed the strengths of our students in reading skills, such
9
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as identifying key words, reference skills and decoding skills. To a certain extent,
the online reading programmes have strengthened our students’ reading skills
while they are developing a persistent habit of self-directed learning.

1.b Word Bank Dictionary P.1 — P.2

Targets:

a. To introduce children to dictionary use, as a passport to English independence.
b. To enhance student’s ability and speed in recognizing words.

Implementation:

a. Word Bank Dictionaries were adopted of in primary 1 and 2.
b. New words were collected based on thematic and alphabetic approaches.

Review and Evaluation:
a. Students’ Writing Performances in TSA 2019

As revealed from the satisfactory results of P.3 students’ performances in TSA,
students’ big improvement in writing was largely due to the wider range of
vocabulary items they had collected in their usual practice .

Referring to the results of the writing assessment of P.3 students’ performances in
TSA, it was found that our students gained over 85% in level 2 and 3 (* full
mark is 3) in content in 2019. In respect of language, they gained 75% in level 2
and 3 in 2019. The data revealed that their language skills such as the range of
vocabulary were enhanced. Therefore, the adoption of Word Bank Dictionaries
and My Dictionary Notebook is successful to empower our students’ vocabulary
skills. Their ability and speed in recognizing words were enhanced.

b. Students showed initiative in using their dictionaries

It was generally observed that students of Primary 1 and 2 treated the Word Bank
Dictionary as an important learning tool particularly when they were doing
individual writing tasks. While developing students’ practice of using a dictionary,
it does not only make them more independent of the teachers, it also enhances
their autonomy and confidence before they become successful independent
lifelong learners. The dictionary functions as a passport to English independence.

10
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1.c My Dictionary Note Book/Note Book P.3 — P.6

Targets:

a.

The Dictionary Note Book/Note Book is to facilitate lifelong and life-wide
learning.

b. It is a means by which students learn how to begin with target setting and end
with self-evaluating.

Implementation:

a. Teachers set the themes for vocabulary and added relevant grammar notes into
the book.

b. Students were asked and encouraged to put down notes and add new words into
the book by themselves.

c. Students were asked to set the goal for themselves and they were the ones to

check their own progress while using the book.

Review and Evaluation:

a.

Student active participation in adding new words by themselves

From teachers’ observation, most students of Primary 3 to 6 made a very good use
of their note books. In the first instance, they showed their initiatives in collecting
new words from the lessons, the Internet and the dictionary. They found the
notebook a useful learning resource while doing class and individual writing tasks.
Added to collecting vocabulary, students developed the practice of taking notes.
Definitely, taking notes is a crucial practice for being a lifelong learner. Good
notes will help students understand what learning area is important and what the
other one 1s only secondary.

Student self-assessment and self-reflection to motivate learning

Since the vocabulary notebook for Primary 3 to Primary 6 students allows them
to set their own target and see their progress they have made after each theme, it
was found that students’ awareness of self-evaluation was raised. They felt a
sense of satisfaction whey they hit the target whereas they felt self-motivated
when they were lagging behind the target. Overall, being alert to doing
self-reflection, our students have leaped a big step towards independent learners
in the 21 century.

11
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2. Development Reading Skills

2.2 Reading to Learn

Targets:

Help promote a “Reading to Learn” culture through encouraging students to read a
wide range of text types with different subject content.
Implementation:

a. IELP (Big Books Shared Reading Programme) for Primary 1 & 2.
b. Independent Reading Programme (EERS & On-line Reading Scheme) at all
grade levels, from P.1 to P.6.

Review/Evaluation:
a. Big Book Shared Reading

As reflected from teachers’ observation, Big Book Shared Reading approach with
stories and songs has successfully motivated P.1 and P.2 students to read books. It
provides a meaningful and rich context which is important for beginning readers.
Furthermore, most pupils can locate information and ideas by means of prediction
and the inference skills are important for pupils’ further reading. In short, students
were confident to read familiar words in new texts and showed greater interest in
reading English books.

b. Independent Reading Programme

According to the results of on-line reading participating programme, each student
read and listened to 51 articles and attempted about 510 questions on average to
boost their reading comprehension, listening, oral and writing skills (See
Appendix VI). In other words, students showed efforts on good reading practice to
read a wide range of text types with different subject content.

2.b Learning to Read

Targets:

a. Develop reading skills and strategies in the context of reading real books and
authentic materials.

b. Prepare our students for learning to read on their own, and becoming lifelong
learners.

Implementation
a. The programme was launched in all P.2 classes by using story books of great
authenticity from overseas countries.

12
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b.
C.

It was implemented through the means of supported reading workshops.
Each class finished two story books in a year.

Review and Evaluation

Develop Decoding Skills

From the teachers’ observation, primary students could develop the ability of
decoding skills by using context clues. They showed their interest in reading an
unfamiliar book with some difficult new words.

Develop Skills to Construct Meaning from the Text

Through implementation of the supported reading, it was found that our students
were able to read, talk and think their way purposely through a story. With the
help of teachers’ guidance, students learned and practiced new strategies for
making sense of a story. From teachers’ observation, students were able to
develop skills to construct meaning from the text.

Develop Vocabulary Skills

In order to familiarize Primary two students with story characters and difficult
vocabulary items, the Net teacher would further scaffold students during
supported reading. For example, the teacher spent three lessons introducing the
students to Greece and the meaning of a Greek Myth prior to reading the story.
She then introduced them to the characters in the books and their personality
traits. Flash cards and group games were used to practice and revise the
vocabulary all before starting the reading of the book. The pronunciation and the
names of some of the characters were quite difficult to pronounce e.g.
Prometheus and Hercules. According to teachers’ observation, the result was
promising that most of the students were able to read them aloud. The scaffolding
and support measures helped students to understand the story more. They could
use the clues to make reasonable prediction.

According to students’ questionnaire (See Appendix Ill) , more than 90% of
students reported that they could develop the ability of decoding skills by using
context clues. With the strategies in the context of reading real books and
authentic materials, they use the clues that they read about to make a good
prediction. It was encouraging to learn that 97% of students showed their interest
in reading an unfamiliar book even with some difficult new words.

When students were more eager to start reading, they showed more confidence
and interest in reading the story books. As a result, students showed their interest
in reading an unfamiliar book even with some difficult new words. In short, it is
positive that our reading programme in P.2 helped prepare students for learning
to read on their own, and becoming lifelong learners.

13
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3. Development of Writing Skills Through Regular Writing Practice - Weekly Diary

Targets:

a. To provide a real purpose and room for free writing.

b. To stimulate students to write meaningfully and independently in relation to their
personal experience.

c. To go in line with our main theme of school development plan, that is
thankfulness.

d. To instill in students’ positive values and attitudes which are of vital importance
for students’ whole-person development.

Implementation:

a. “Perseverance”, “Care for others”, “responsibility” and “thankfulness” were set
as the major topics of the weekly diary every school term.

b. Students were asked to develop a habit of diary writing.

c. To reach the goal of authenticity, an essence of a writing task, students were
encouraged to give a brief account of their daily life accompanied with their
feelings.

d. It was written on every other week.

Review and Evaluation:
a. Stimulate Students to Write Meaningfully on the Topic of Thankfulness

Excluding primary 1 students, all students from Primary 2 to 6 were required to
finish 6 pieces of weekly diary in the 1% school term. Among those 6 pieces, at
least 2 pieces of them were required to go in line with the learning theme of our
school this year: Thankfulness.

From teachers’ feedback, the majority of students were able to keep writing diary
entries on a regular basis in the first term. It was revealed that students were able
to write meaningful messages in addition to recounting events or their personal
experiences.

Obviously, weekly diary is not only a platform for practicing students’ writing
skills, but it also provides a room for them to write meaningfully and
independently in relation to their personal experiences.

b. Build up Confidence in Writing English by Providing Students with Writing
Guidelines

From teachers’ feedback, nearly all of the teachers provided students with
appropriate writing guidelines. It was found that the guidelines were effective in

14
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4.

leading them to put their writing in an organized way and brainstorming them
with good ideas to enrich their writing content. It was especially helpful to those
who were weak in English. Most importantly, those guidelines played an
important role in building up their confidence in writing English as well as
minimizing the gap between the more able and the less able. Overall, students
were willing to express themselves through diary writing.

Due to school suspension, we were not able to keep Weekly Diary going in the
second term. However, the promising feedback from the first term showed that
students were stimulated to write meaningfully and independently in relation to
their personal experience in Weekly Diary on every other week.

Creating a Language Rich Environment

4.2 One Minute English Talk Show

Targets:

a.

To enhance our students’ performance in spontaneous language, presentation
skills and reading aloud.

b. To go in line with our main theme of school development plan, that is
thankfulness.

c. To instill in students’ positive values and attitudes which are of vital importance
for students’ whole-person development.

d. To build up confidence in speaking English.

Implementation:

a. Using a minute’s time, a student selected from every class took their turns to do
free presentation about their ideas, feelings and special events.

b. “Perseverance”, “Care for others”, “responsibility” and “thankfulness” were set
as the major themes of BTV One-Minute English Talk Show.

c. The topics regarding positive values and attitudes were put into the first priority.

Review and Evaluation:

a.

Students’ Confident Performance at One Minute English Talk Show

Using a minute’s time, a student selected from every class took turns to do
presentation on the topic of positive values, such as perseverance and caring for
others in the first school term. P.2 to P.6 students were scheduled to present in
One-Minute Talk Show in the first term. Unfortunately, One-minute Talk Show
was not able to be carried out in the second term due to class suspension.
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To our great delight, they were greatly acclaimed for their confident performance
in the first term. As reflected by English subject teachers and non-English
subject teachers, they could project their voice clearly and even spoke fluently in
front of the camera without looking at their scripts. In the meantime, their
performance immersed positive values into other fellow students.

According to teachers’ feedback on students’ performance in internal oral
assessments, students show great confidence in using English to express
themselves in public. Overall, students showed great confidence in spontaneous
language.

b. Enhance Students’ Presentation Skills through Peer Assessment

Peer assessment was newly installed in this school year. As reflected by some
English subject teachers, some of the classes moved further by letting students
assess their peers’ performance at One Minute English Talk Show. They made
the presentation assessment in respect of five major areas; they were content,
voice, intonation, pronunciation and eye-contact. From teachers’ observation, it
was found that the presentation skills of the students who learnt the criteria for
the presentation assessment were much better than those who didn’t do the peer
assessment. With the feedback from peers, students were able to show
improvement in presenting information, ideas and feelings clearly and
coherently.

4.b Radio Drama Competition

4.c Reading Puppetry Activities

4.d MTC English Newsletter

4.¢ BTV English Programme

4.f English Newspaper Subscription

Target:

a. To cater for learner diversity by creating a variety of learning opportunities for
students that fosters the development of all four language skills: speaking,
listening, reading and writing.

b. The development of literacy skills in a fun and engaging manner.

Implementation:

a. Through taking part in Radio Drama Competition and “Reading Puppetry
Competition.

b. Through launching reading puppetry lessons at ECA classes and participating
“Story to Stage Telling Competition”.

c. Through publishing MTC English Newsletter and English newspaper

16



B E L2 2019-2020 4F-FE ARSI T IR s
subscription.

d. Through producing BTV English video clips in relation to the topic of
“Thankfulness” at ECA Classes.

Review and Evaluation:

a. As reflected by the teachers-in-charge and students’ verbal evaluation, those
students who practiced “Reading Puppetry” regularly during extra-curricular
activities class were found keen on doing a reading puppetry drama. The focus
was on puppetry skills, script writing and making puppets. Students created
puppets with different materials like felt, carton and wool while producing

English scripts and mini-dialogues. It was an effective way to contextualise the
language and build up students’ confidence while they were mimicking the
characters. Overall, students’ English-learning experience was enriched and
learning interest was aroused.

b. The school’s application to join the puppetry competition was unsuccessful due
to too many entries this year. New application will be put in again to express
interest to join the competition for school year 2020/2021.

c. Since the BTV room was under renovation in the first term, the production of
BTV English video clips was planned in the second term initially. Yet no videos
were able to be produced due to school suspension. Hopefully more videos can
be produced in the newly-furnished and well-equipped BTV room in the coming
school year.

d. To arouse students’ interest in producing quality writings, all English teachers
highly encouraged students to submit their entries to our school publication,
MTC English Newsletter (MTC Literature Garden). English teachers planned to
receive students’ writing after Chinese New Year Holiday to give sufficient time
for creation. However, due to school suspension, teachers created a short
animation to call for online submission, so P.4 to P.6 students could send their
entries online via email. Teachers were glad to see students’ effort and quality
work about their experience to show thankfulness. Students’ English learning
experience was further enriched. The development of literacy skills was in a fun
and engaging manner.

e. In order to instill positive values in students of junior classes, a Parent-Child
English Writing Competition titled “Be Thankful for Everything” was held in the
first term. There were 29 entries for this competition from Primary 1 to 3 classes.
5 awards were selected for each grade level, including the First Prize, the Second
Prize, the Third Prize and the Merit Prize and the Best Title Prize. Since many of
the entries were found absorbing and inspiring in narrating their true stories of
thankfulness, the winning entries were published in MTC Literature Garden in
the hope that they would bring positive impact on our students. The publication
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was distributed to all of our students at the end of the school year.

f.  According to our data, 193 students from P.3 to P.6 subscribed English
Newspaper. 115 students from P.3 to P.4 subscribed Goodies and 78 students P.5
to P.6 subscribed Junior Standard for the whole year so as to enrich their English
learning. As observed by the teachers, these students have developed a habit of
reading newspaper every day and some classes also wrote news report to share
their feelings about what they read.

S Net Scheme Programme

S.a Primary 6 Interviewing Skills L.esson

Target:
To enhance P.6 students’ interviewing skills.

Implementation:

a. An interviewing skills lesson per week in the first term was implemented by our
NET for all primary 6 classes.

b. A mock interview was held by NET for every P.6 student at the end of the first
school term.

Review and Evaluation:

The NET launched the interview lessons as well as the secondary school mock
interview for Primary 6 students. This year, the focus was on interview practice
which has proved more beneficial for the students and this year they got a lot more
vocal practice. The NET incorporated more group activities which resulted in more
student output.

As reflected by the students who took part in the secondary interviews, it was
generally agreed that the mock interview and the interview workshop were
instrumental in helping them to get better performance. Some of them even found
that the questions at the mock interview were identical to those at the secondary
school, such as a brief introduction of yourself, reasons for the enrolment and your
future aspiration...etc.

From teachers’ questionnaire, 100% of teachers agreed that the workshop helped
students prepare themselves well for the coming interviews in secondary schools (See
Appendix Il). It was totally agreed that the workshop helped build up students’
confidence in coping with the coming secondary school life.
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5.b Secondary Bridging Course

Target:

a. To get primary 6 students well-prepared for secondary English curriculum.
b. To equip students with basic poetry devices for coping with the secondary
English curriculum.

Implementation:

A secondary one bridging course on poetry devices were implemented by our NET
for primary 6 students at the end of the school term.

Review and Evaluation:

A secondary one bridging course on poetry devices was implemented by our NET for
Primary 6 students at the end of the school term. This involved all P.6 students
attending a workshop in the activity room during a double lesson. This year was a
video workshop shared in individual classrooms in lieu.

The NET focused on two main topics; acrostic poems and rhyming poems. By the
end of the workshop the students had written their own acrostic poems and a
representative from each class got to read theirs out. Each student received a booklet
to complete during their lessons, then followed by the LETs’ explanation. Student
therefore could grasp and apply some poetry devices, such as simile, metaphor and
personification to better cope with the secondary English curriculum. According to
the result of teachers’ questionnaire, 100% of English teachers agreed that the
workshop helped students prepare themselves well for the coming interviews in
secondary schools (See Appendix Il). It was commonly agreed that students were
more prepared for and confident about with secondary English curriculum after this
bridging course.

5.c P.1-P.3 Phonic Lessons

Target:

To enhance pronunciation, spelling and reading skills of pupils throughout P.1, P.2 &
P.3 via a school-based phonics programme.

Implementation:

a. Each student received a tailor-made phonics booklet of activities.

b. Students completed phonics booklets after phonics lesson and could apply their
new skills to the regular, existing readers.
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Review/Evaluation:

Primary 1

The NET followed a school based phonics curriculum where children had their
own phonics workbook that they filled in every week. PowerPoint slides
supported the programme. The slides were kept up to date and had positive
impact on students’ learning.

Primary 2

The NET had a phonics-based programme in Primary 2 where she used
PowerPoint slides to guide the students through some key phonics knowledge
and skills. After the practice and teaching, the students had tasks or activities to
complete in their own phonics workbook. The NET continued the Supported
Reading Workshops which were as successful as the previous years.

Primary 3

The NET also followed a school based phonics curriculum where P.3 students
had their own phonics workbook to finish weekly.

The NET carried out the phonics lesson online during the school suspension
period. Two to three classes were grouped together to have an interactive 30-45
minute Zoom lesson every two to three weeks.

According to the result of parents’ questionnaire, almost 90% of P.1 to 3 parents
believed that the NET Scheme effectively helped cultivate students’ learning
interest (See Appendix IV). Student therefore became more confident in decoding
new words. It was also believed that with the P.1-P.3 Phonics Lessons, students
could demonstrate phonemic awareness.

5.d English Day

Target:

To help promote the use of English throughout the school and motivate students to
speak more English.

Implementation:

a.

b.

English Day Activities were planned to be held at the end of school term.
Students with an above average ability were planned to be selected as English
Ambassadors. They were supposed to implement/supervise the English Day
games.
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Review/Evaluation:

English Day Activities were planned to be held at the end of school term. To maintain
social distancing measures and avoid group gatherings under the threat of COVID-19,
the NET was unable to conduct the English Day this school year. English Day
Activities are planned to be held again in the coming school year if the situation

allows.

21



FEHEUR B 1L/ NE 2019-2020 fE & BERFH T Eltga T #H s

6. After-school Enrichment Programmes

6.a Cambridge English Course

6.b English Creative Drama Course

Target:

To enrich gifted learners’ language learning experiences.

Implementation:

a.
b.

Cambridge English Course was conducted after school.
English Creative Drama Course was conducted after school.

Review and Evaluation:

The above enhancement activities were launched to nurture students’ English talent
other than regular English classes. As reflected by the teachers-in-charge, students
enjoyed both the activities and showed enthusiasm in learning English.

a.

For Cambridge English Course, students were prepared to take the Cambridge
Examination. At random, about 134 students were asked to finish the
questionnaire during an interview (See Appendix VIIA). Nearly 79% of the
participants found themselves more confident in learning English and 24% went
to ‘No comment’ (See Appendix VIIB). It is understandable that when the
students had only 6 classes with the teachers and the classes were already held
half a year ago, so their impression of the class would go quite vague.

Due to the school suspension since early February, preparation for Cambridge
English Examination was behind schedule. Therefore, for the optimal learning
benefits, students did not join the examination which was initially scheduled in
June. Students are encouraged to sign up for Cambridge examination when they
are ready.

From English Creative Drama Course students’ questionnaire, about 82% of the
students who participated in the drama programme loved learning English
through drama (See Appendix VIII). Since students had only 5 classes in the first
semester, it still took them time to establish the bonding and confidence to speak
clearly and fluently whilst performing the drama.

It was encouraging to learn that 100% of teachers agreed that the enrichment

programme could enrich gifted learners’ language learning experiences and
create a language-rich environment (See Appendix II).
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d. The Drama Competition was planned to be held on the 19" February, 2020. The
activities of the Hong Kong School Drama Festival were cancelled in
consideration of the limited time for students to learn and participate in activities
at schools.

Deepening Programmes:
a. Reading Atmosphere Enrichment

Targets:
a. To enrich the reading atmosphere at school.
b. To encourage students to read independently.

Implementation:
a. Morning Reading Class for Key Stage 1 students

1. Once a week from 7:35 — 8:00 a.m. before morning assembles, the NET
read a story to a P.1 class in the first school term.
One class per week starting from P.1A to P.1E.

i1.  Once a week from 7:35 — 8:00 a.m. before morning assembles, the NET
read a story to a P.3 class in the second school term.
One class per week starting from P.3A to P.3E.

b. World Book Day

1. My Favourite Book Activity was planned to be held on World Book Day
(23rd April, 2020).

i1. A group of students in each class was planned to be nominated to do
performance (a role play, a dress-up character show, story reading...etc.)
in the school hall for a competition.

Review and Evaluation:

a. According to teachers’ feedback, P.1 and P.2 students showed their interest in the
morning reading session. More than 50% students in each class participated in
the activity. From the teachers’ observation, some even brought their favourite
books to share with their classmates. The morning reading class created an
authentic reading atmosphere where students were highly encouraged to read
independently.

b. My Favourite Book Activity was planned to be held on 23" April, 2020, the

World Book Day. In April, the NET made two different videos explaning
World Book Day to Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 students using a video and
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PowerPoint which was shown to the students during school closure to further
promote students to read and speak more English. English Reading atmosphere
was further enhanced.

2. Task-based Learning Activities (TBL)
Targets:
a. To help students achieve the learning objectives and progress towards the
learning targets of the English Language curriculum.
b. To provide students with meaningful contexts where they can learn and use
English.
Implementation:
a. Based on the 2 selected modules from each grade level, task-based learning
activities (TBL) were launched in each school term.
b. Funded under PEEGS, RaC TBL resources were developed for P.4 to P.6.
c. TBL should contain the following major updates of the English curriculum:
® Reading to Learn
® [earning and Teaching of Text Grammar
® Four Language Skills
® (atering for the Needs of Learning Diversity
® Assessment
® c-Learning
® Generic Skills
® Values Education
d. TBL should engage students in carrying out purposeful activities leading towards

a writing task, the final product.

Review and Evaluation:

The booklet started off with an e-learning task to offer students a chance of
self-directed learning at home and extend their learning experiences on the
Internet. The following reading task provided content and language for students
to converse and write about and in return enhanced their reading and writing
skills. It was found that students showed confidence and better writing skills in
their writing task. Overall, their language abilities are enhanced.

The pair work or group work helped students develop the positive values and
attitudes as well as generic skills while doing the task collaboratively. According
to students’ self-evaluation in the TBL booklets, peer and self-assessments helped
students reflect and monitor their progress of learning, as well as evaluate their
performance against the set learning goals. Students further provided constructive
feedback for each other after the presentation.
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c. From the teachers’ observation, students could work well together cooperatively.
Overall, students can learn and use English in a meaningful context where
purposeful communication, generic skills and positive values are conducive to
independent and lifelong learning. In short, learning took place in a meaningful
way as students learnt the target language, text types and vocabulary in context.

d. In the first term, 2 (TBL) were launched for each grade level. Meanwhile, a total
of 3 sets of RaC TBL learning resource packages had been smoothly developed
for Primary 4 to 6 classes. However, the prolonged school suspension till early
June severely affected the PEEGS implementation plan. 3 more sets of learning
packages were planned to be developed by the end of school year 2019-2020. For
the optimal use of resources and learning benefits of students, try-out lessons of
second term RaC TBL resource packages were rescheduled to 2020-2021(See
Appendix 1B).

3. Australia Study Tour

Targets:

a. To broaden students' horizons and experience out-of-classroom learning through
organizing overseas exchange activities.

b. To provide students with ample authentic opportunities of using English through
immersing them in an English speaking country.

c. To let students express their thankfulness to the wonder of nature, people who
have contributed to the community, family and school...etc.

Implementation:

a. An 8-day Australia study tour plan was proposed for subsidized grant from EDB
Life-wide Learning Grant (LWL Grant)
b. A study tour in Melbourne for about 8 days in April was planned:
1. 24 students and at least 3 teachers.
i1.  School and cultural exchange activities
1il.  Thanksgiving activities in the Melbourne community.

Review and Evaluation:

The Australia Study tour was scheduled from 1% April to 8" April, 2020. The health
and safety of students and staff has always been the school’s top priority. In light of
the development of the Novel Coronavirus outbreak and international lockdown, this
study tour was compelled to be cancelled.
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