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Review of the English Working Plan

Major Concerns:

1.
2.

3.

We activate teaching positive energy and build a teaching professional learning community.

We seek to facilitate quality education and accomplish the aims of lifelong learning and whole-person
development.

We help students lead a prosperous life with the positive values including self-esteem, perseverance,
interdependence and tolerance.

Focusing Programmes:

A.

Developing Assessment Literacy among Teachers and Students:

Targets:
1. To extend formative assessment from “assessment for learning” to “assessment as learning”.
2. To engage students in reflecting and monitoring their progress of learning.

Implementation:
1. Teachers at all class levels launched a Task-based Learning Programme in which peer assessment
for group presentation, self-assessment for writing task were integrated.
2. Teachers at all class levels launched One Minute English Talk Show in English lessons whereby
peer review as a formative assessment was encouraged.

Review/Evaluation:

1. From Class observation and Homework Review, criterion-referenced assessment in learning for
both self and peer assessments were successfully launched in One-minute Talk, TBL and group
presentations. Teachers are pleased to find that students can understand what they are learning,
what they have attained, and what are expected of them.

2. Over 90% of the teachers agree that more students’ engagement in reflecting and monitoring
their progress of learning are shown through the above arrangement (Appendix I).

Strengthening Values Education to Facilitate Whole-person Development

Target:

Cultivation of positive values and attitudes which are of vital importance for students’ whole-person

development.

Implementation:

1. Teachers were encouraged to select reading texts or viewing materials exemplifying different
values of developing materials with relevant themes (e.g. showing respect for people from
different cultures) to provide opportunities for students to discuss the relevant values in class.

2. Teachers were encouraged to assign tasks that required group work or pair work to create
opportunities for collaborative work, which required students’ commitment, responsibility and
perseverance.

Review/Evaluation:

1. It was found that values education was immersed in the English lessons particularly when doing
peer evaluation and collaborative activities. However, there is still room for further strengthening
as it is not explicitly brought to their attention.

2. Therefore, in the second English Subject Meeting, we suggested all English teachers should
make one of the following positive values and attitudes as the main theme of One Minute
English Talk Show: perseverance, national identity, responsibility, care for others, respect for
others, commitment and integrity.

3. The second-term One-minute Talk on BTV ended by May. All presenters could focus their
presentations on some positive values like helping others, ways to overcome tough time or the
heroes they admired. Their sharing was encouraging.

P4
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Sustaining Programmes:

A. Cultivating Student’s Persistent Habit of Self-directed Learning:

Targets:

1. To cultivate students’ persistent habit of self-directed learning.
2. To motivate and empower students to learn at their own pace.
3. To cater for learning diversity.

Implementation:

1.
2.

3.

We have been continuing to launch two e-reading programmes for the purpose for self-directed
learning.

Award Presentations to those who actively participated in e-reading programme were carried out
regularly on BTV.

We have been continuing to adopt Word Bank Dictionaries for P.1 and 2 grade levels, My
Dictionary Notebook for the rest of grade levels. All students are told to collecting new words
based on 3 selected themes.

Review and Evaluation:
1. Based on the data about EEGS programme found in May, the most active participating classes of

each grade level were 1B, 2A, 3E, 4B, 5A and 6B. Students from 1B were the most frequent users
of the e-learning platform in our school(Appendix II). For Reading- i-Learner Programme, there
were 144 students currently subscribing to Reading i-Learner. On average, each class completed
more than 112 exercises. On average, each student read and listened to 48 articles and attempted
about 480 questions that trained their reading comprehension, listening, oral and writing skills.
The average mark per exercise of all participating students was 84%.  With reference to the above
findings, it reveals the fact that students have developed good reading habits and they think that
the programme can help them to improve their English. To our delight, our students show their
capabilities and interest in broadening their knowledge through a variety of reading sources.
(Appendix IIIa). Over 95% of the participants agree that the programme can arouse their interest
and build their confidence in learning English. Besides, over 90% of the parents would like to let
their children join the programme again next year(Appendix IIIb).

To a great extent, we have found that regular praising and awarding pupils’ efforts on good
reading practice can motivate pupils’ habit of independent learning at home.

From the interviews of teachers, we know that most students are willing to develop their Word Bank
Dictionary books in the way that they initiatively collect new words they have learnt from the text
books, readers or other contexts. The Word Bank Dictionary books are useful for students’ class
writing. Students will naturally refer to their Word Bank Dictionary Book when doing the class
writing.

According to the teachers’ questionnaire, 100% of English teachers agree that the dictionary
notebooks is a useful tool to help students to set targets for themselves to learn new vocabulary
and to evaluate the process in the end (Appendix I).

P.5
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B. Strengthening Literacy Development and Reading Across the Curriculum (RaC)

Targets:

1.

A means to help students seek information, develop thinking skills, enrich knowledge, enhance
language proficiency and broaden perspectives.

2. Help promote a “reading to learn” culture through encouraging students to read a wide range of
text types with different subject content.

3. Develop reading skills and strategies in the context of reading real books and authentic materials.

4. Prepare our students for learning to read on their own, and becoming lifelong learners.

Implementation:

1. IELP for P.1&2 and the Independent Reading Programme for all levels .

2. Independent Reading Programme (On-line Reading Scheme) at all grade levels, from P.1 to P.6.

3. Supported Reading Programme was launched in all P.2 classes in the first term.

Review/Evaluation:

1. Asreflected from lesson observation, Big Book Shared Reading approach with stories and songs

has successfully motivated P.1 and P.2 students to learn. It provides a meaningful and rich
context which is important for beginning readers. Furthermore, most pupils can locate
information and ideas by means of prediction and the inference skills are important for pupils’
further reading.

Supported Reading Programme in P.2.
In this school year, all P.2 students have finished the following readers:

2.1. Pandora’s Box by Rose Impey

2.2 Hercules the Hero by Tony Bradman
The implementation of the supported reading is a way for students to have the opportunity to
read, talk and think their way purposely through a story. It provides a setting for good
instructional teaching of the alphabet, phonics, and vocabulary. It lets the children learn and
practice new strategies for making sense of a story, and presents challenges that encourage
reading for meaning.

However, there is plenty of room for improvement when taking the goal of reading across the
curriculum (RaC) into account. Lack of relevant learning and teaching resources is probably
the root cause of the problem. Therefore, we, the English panel is now speeding up the purchase
of relevant resources so as to rectify the situation.

C. Development of Writing SKills Through Regular Writing Practice - Weekly Diary

Targets:

1.

A means to help students seek information, develop thinking skills, enrich knowledge, enhance
language proficiency and broaden perspectives.

2. To provide a real purpose and room for free writing.

3. To stimulate students to write meaningfully and independently in relation to their personal
experience.

4. To build up confidence in writing English.

Implementation:

Students at all grade levels except for P.1 students finished 6 tasks of weekly diary in the first school
term. KS1 and KS2 students were asked to give a brief account of their daily life accompanied with
their feelings. For more able classes, students were told to write on some hot issues in newspapers.
Teachers were advised to give students a writing guideline beforehand.

P.6
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Review/Evaluation:
1. As shown by students’ weekly diaries, students have improved their writing skills in respect of the

content and organization with the help of writing guidelines.

2.All English teachers agree that the diary can provide a real purpose and room for writing. They

also agree that diary writing can stimulate students to write meaningfully and independently in
relation to their personal experience (Appendix I).

Creating a Language Rich Environment

Targets:

1.

To enhance our students’ performance in spontaneous language, presentation skills and reading
aloud.

2. To build up confidence in speaking English.

3. To enhance P.6 students’ interviewing skills.

4. To enhance pronunciation, spelling and reading skills of pupils throughout P.1, P.2 & P.3 via a
school-based phonics programme.

Implementation:

1. Using a minute’s time on BTV, our school TV Channel, a student selected from every class took
their turns to do free presentation about their ideas, feelings and special events.

2. Net scheme programmes including P.6 interview workshops and P.1 &P2 phonic programmes
were launched in the 1% school term.

Review/Evaluation:

1. For a minute’s time, students take their turns to do a free presentation about their ideas, feelings and
special events in class. A good presenter is selected from every class to do free presentation on BTV
as example for other students in each school term. According to the teachers’ observation and the
students’ performance in both internal and external oral assessments, we find that students show
improvement in presenting information, ideas and feelings clearly and coherently. They show great
confidence in using English to express themselves in public as well.

2. Net scheme programmes

P1 — We follow a school based Phonics curriculum where children have their own phonics
workbook to fill in every week. A PowerPoint supports the programme. As reflected by Miss
Challoner, our NET teacher, the powerpoint needs to be updated for next year as the format and
programme seems to be too old to work in our classroom computers.

P2 — We are currently doing a Phonics based programme, Supported Reading workshops (two
books a year) and 1-2 Small Class Activities per year.

P3 — School based Phonics curriculum and regular oral lessons- During the latter part of semester
2, students are given more opportunites to enhance their oral competency through lots of
discussions, picture descriptions and speaking output. P6 — During the first term, P6 students had a
personal presentation and a group interview /debate to complete. For next year we can discuss
whether we focus on debate practice or interview practice because incorporating the two can
become confusing for the students. The Personal Presentations is a great way for students to build
confidence and express themselves in front of their classmates. Over 90% of the P.6 students find
this workshop useful for the secondary school interview (Appendix IV).

P.7
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E. Enrichment Programmes: Cambridge Course / English Creative Drama / English Puppetry
Competition

Serving as enhancement activities, the above activities were launched to provide more chances to let

those gifted learners gain more learning experiences other than from their English lessons.  Teachers-

to-pupils and pupils-to-pupils communication in English are going to be extended from inside the

class to outside the class. As we can observe, pupils enjoy using English as a form of communication

more than they do in the class and they also participate the English activities actively.

Students’ Feedback

Re: Cambridge Programme

At random, about 129 students were asked to finish the questionnaire during an interview. Over 80%
of the students think that they are more confident in learning English. Over 80% of the students agree
that they are now more confident to listen and read English. 70% of the students agree that they are
now more confident to speak and write English. (Appendix V).

The details are quite straight forward and self-explanatory on the students’ acceptance of the course.
As shown by the figures, the students had received the programme conducted so far well and
positively. The programme aims at extending preparing the more able learners for the Cambridge
Examination. We are looking forward to seeing the results of the Cambridge Examination.

Re: English Creative Drama

From the students’ questionnaire results, over 60% of them like to learn English through English
Drama activities and enjoy the performing process. Over 50% of students feel more confident to speak
English through drama (Appendix VI). We believe that acting in English drama can facilitate students’
English learning in terms of providing a room for them to practice their speaking and listening skills.

Re: English Puppetry Competition
This year, we first joined the English Puppetry Competition organized by NET Section of EDB and
got a merit.

Teachers’ Feedback
According to the result of the questionnaire (Appendix I), about 100% of English teachers agree that
the above programmes can foster pupils’ interest in learning English and build their confidence and
interest in using English. Furthermore, different programmes can extend gifted learners’ language
learning experiences.

Deepening Programmes:

A. Promoting Reading And Writing Across the Curriculum Through A Task-based Learning Week:

Targets:

1. Let reading provide content and language for students to converse and write about.

2. Provide students with meaningful contexts and extended learning experiences to further develop
their literacy skills, positive values and attitudes, and world knowledge.

3. Help learners develop the writing skills through reading the target text types where text structures,
grammar, rhetorical functions and vocabulary are all in context.

Implementation:

A task-based learning week with a thematic approach was launched at all grade levels in the first school

term.

P.8
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Review/Evaluation:
Although it was our first attempt to launch the task-based learning week, we all found it worth trying
as it did a lot of benefits to our student learning:

1.

2.

3.

The reading task provided content and language for students to converse and write about and in
return enhanced their reading and writing skills.

The e-learning task offered students a chance of self-directed learning at home and extended their
learning experiences on the internet.

The pair work or group work helped students develop the positive values and attitudes as well as
generic skills while doing the task collaboratively.

Learning took place in a meaningful way as students learnt the target language, text types and
vocabulary in context.

Peer and self assessments helped students reflect and monitor their progress of learning, as well as
evaluate their performance against the set learning goals.

Students of all levels have completed twoTask-based Learning Projects in this school year. From
students’ work, students’ improvement in both aspects of content and language was observed.

B. Heightening students’ awareness of the Importance of Building Vocabulary:

Targets:

1. Further extend the effectiveness of Word Bank Programmes.

2. Promote students independence through the development of lifelong language learning skills and
strategies such as vocabulary building.

3. Provide students with sight vocabulary which enables them to recognize a bank of high-frequency
words for reading and spelling.

Implementation:

1. English Panel and our NET teacher made 3 video productions on “BTV Vocabulary Talk”. They
were “Cooking Utensils”, “Describing Physical Appearance ”and “Describing Feelings and
Emotions”.

2. Vocabulary in relation to the themes of BTV Vocabulary Talk was all shown on the display board
in the school hall. Students were encouraged to put the vocabulary in their notebooks for the
purpose of self-learning.

Review/Evaluation:
1. Unquestionably, launching BTV Vocabulary Talk could raise students’ awareness of the

importance of building vocabulary as their attention was fully drawn to the interesting way of
presentation on BTV.

However, the number of video production was limited as it was quite time-consuming to produce
one BTV Vocabulary Talk.

P.9
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